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[bookmark: _Hlk70427160]1:00 – 3:00 pm							September 15, 2021

[bookmark: _Hlk70427076]MLIB: Lisa Krebs,  Brian Toth 
BC: Heather Wiebe, Loni Arman, Michael Bridger (guest), Nadia Skokun (guest) (Absent: Ryan Bichon)
ECCC: Robin Steenwig (Absent: Jaspal Aulakh, Renée Lapointe)


Action Review
	Apr. 14-May 12
	BC to respond to IMA, funding work plan, G2G (not being the mechanism BC wants for agreement) and Sec 11 – 7.2 MOU.
- Bryan will provide letter prior to May 26th 
· - Look at March 26 work plan funding submission for components for the 7.2 MOU
· June 23rd – Letter being completed,  there will be a formal response from the Minister to address Chief Chingee’ s June 15th letter, email from ED Laroche responding to Chief Chingee’s concern in the June 15th letter regarding MLIB topic on PA agenda.
· Update – Draft was completed by Brian but will need revisions. Will go through David Muter and Darcy Peel (Darcy is currently acting as ED in Russ’ absence) 
	Bryan W
Heather

	June 23
	BC to draft a MOU (term sheet) ID headers, parameters, roles, and responsibilities – other provisions to be worked on together
· Will be ready for discussion for July 21st meeting – Did not occur.
· BC will work on collaboratively with ECCC then provide a draft (straw dog) to MLIB for discussion. 
· Will wait until after Federal election.
	BC (Bryan W)
BC/ECCC

	Sept 15
	Funding 50,000 Stob 80 (Shared cost arrangement) in draft will have agreement in coming days.
MLIB (Lisa) to provide brief general overview of where money might be used (ethno/community meeting/etc.)
	Heather/Lisa

	Sept 15
	Look into DISA to share wolf locations
	Heather

	Sept 15
	Update meeting invite
	Loni




G2G Agreement: Heather
· Ryan is absent
· Commitment to have cross table updates
· If bigger conversation to be had we can have multiple people at this table.
· G2G requests full hour update – Province would not be able to do this.
· Ryan to send contact at G2G to Lisa.
· Lisa recommends pointing back to original process 
Predator Reduction: Mike Bridger
· Consultation initiated this morning for a 60 day timeline, it was sent to the identified MLIB referral staff
· 
Presentation 
· Process to determining which herds are candidates slide 3
· Have worked with Ingenious groups in past to support removal
· Have gone from herds declining 15% a year to increasing 15%/year when predator reduction is used.
· Estimate of cost per wolf? It varies on a bunch of different things – cost per wolf is more efficient when we have larger wolves packs (1800/wolf) but when we have challenging landscapes or poor winter conditions – tougher to be efficient, fewer wolves equals more effort to remove them so cost can increase to up to 9000/wolf 
· What has indigenous groups done for ground base – done with West Moberly and Saulteau and have recently worked with Blueberry River and Doig River in Chinchaga herd – have struggled with trapping efficiency – usually trapping in higher cost – see it being supplemental to aerial work as on its own it will not achieve the desired outcome
· When a Nation has helped in the past it is up to Nation to distribute funds (have seen bounty approach, pay trapper/day,)
· Interest in South Peace ground removal has faded as the trappers are finding it more difficult to find wolves
· We are happy to have that conversation with MLIB if there’s interest
· For ground removal methods used by trappers it is mainly setting bait sites and snaring 
· Has there been ability to id denning sites? We will leave collars out, if all goes well we don’t see a lot of establish den sites (as animals have already been removed). One year we were able to ID possible den sites. We understand that Indigenous people have used pupping  in the past. It is something that we can review in the spring if we have collars out there – there is a public perception that we would have to keep in mind
· Robin – ECCC sees benefits for caribou recovery of First Nation led traditional wolf denning practices and would look to support them where it can
· Robin – wolves tend to den in somewhat logical/ areas – what does that mean when wolves are removed. Will BC share known den sites and use some traditional knowledge? Mike has tracked den sites that have been found (local database) would look into data sharing info, if MLIB is interested we could compare notes and see if there is something we can use. Can feed into Indigenous approach of knowing where they are
· Who is SDM? It goes to Minister for support the actual SDM’s are the Directors of Resource Management in each Region - in Omineca (James Jacklin)/Peace (Greg VanDolah)
· Looking for 5 yr. approval
· Does MLIB support BC and ECCC proposal? They need to talk etc. with MLIB leadership
· For sharing the wolf locations, we may be able to slide under current DISA but have to look into it – could be good to look into amendment to add – Heather to flag to Nicola.
· There is an effort to recover the carcass/pelts – believe some have been distribute MLIB. In early stages tried to retrieve all pelts but it was dangerous and expensive. If wolves are shot and are deemed to be accessible coordinates are passed on. IF MLIB have interest please pass a  contact onto to Mike 
· Clarifying emergency and short term – sees it being around for a while yet. Looking at it relative to habitat is short term but we will be in it for a while until we get the habitat to point where we no longer need to do other recovery actions 
· We did discuss asking for a longer-term approval but because it is contentious we need to check in with Nations, tenure holders and the general public more regularly 
Restoration Update: Nadia Skokun
· Status of work plan/funds $150K
· Brian worked with WI – gave them context of funds, asked to look at work that had been done with a priority on Kennedy Siding
· WI completed some maps with priority roads – they completed using their own knowledge and talking with Doug Herd, as well as road layers etc.
· Applied to a zone approach – more informed by expert opinion approach
· Has had a discussion that we need that Stob 80 quick
· Priority area map very helpful to narrow down the Stob 80 – there will be a narrative report discussing impacts
· Is there a deadline when the plan will be to the Province so Nadia can get the Stob 80 going? Waiting on narrative, next thing to do is have a meeting with Nadia and Sofia as to what details are needed – that will guide their options then back to MLIB for priorities.
· Nadia will reach out to see if there is required info for the stob 80 and let Brian know
MLIB Tripartite Meetings: All
· Negotiation meetings will be on hold for the foreseeable future due to the Federal Election
· Special meeting on Sept 29th for Scott’s presentation, and update on restoration
· Tentative Oct 13th for a Resource Management Plan meeting – Loni reaching out to Gov staff for a presentation to this group
Herd Planning: Heather
· Currently on hold
· Chase, Wolverine and Takla herd planning will occur through Omineca LUP
· Hart ranges looking for direction on habitat protection from Government – looking for support prior talking with Nations and interest groups to ensure that when we come back with amount of habitat to protect that gov will accept it
· We are looking for certainty
Funding Overview: Heather
· $50,000 (stob 80)
· Use money for Ethno (want to hold door open to potentially have community meeting to share results – but with COVID hard to say??) something to touch base back with Membership. Could look at webinar in context of info dissemination and Q/A? 
· Please send in general terms where the money might go – Lisa to send that info to Loni/Heather then that would be a rough workplan and will be inserted so there is clarity.
· Lisa has been working with Ethno and going to MLIB in Oct
Status of updated Herd Boundaries: Discussion
· Updated boundaries were released in May
· BC linework has still not been released – Heather is working on it
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Predator reduction for 
caribou recovery







BC is home to 55 herds of caribou.


Despite significant investments aimed to increase the 
population of many herds, caribou populations have 
continued to decline and are considered “threatened” 
by the federal Species at Risk Act. 


The reasons for caribou population declines are 
complex, with multiple factors (e.g., habitat loss, 
predators, climate change, stress and displacement by 
human activities, etc.).


Human-caused landscape change has altered 
relationships between caribou, primary prey, and their 
predators.


Caribou in BC background







Previous approval was for a two-year term, which 
has expired.


As this issue is very important to the citizens of 
British Columbia, we are engaging on the prospect 
of continued predator reduction to facilitate 
caribou recovery.


Predator reduction background







P.C. DOUG HEARD


Herds are recommended 
predator reduction if…


The herd is below population objectives.


Data and/or Indigenous knowledge 
indicates wolf predation is a limiting factor 
on the caribou herd.


Ground based hunting and trapping 
activities alone cannot achieve desired wolf 
densities.


There is high certainty that the herd is 
recoverable, including planned or 
implemented habitat protection measures.







Why?


How? 
Wolf packs are removed 
proactively to reach objective of 
less than 3 wolves per 1000 km2 .


In areas of high cougar density 
individual animals are removed. 


Why?
Predator (wolf) numbers on the rise 
in BC.


High prey numbers (moose, deer, 
elk) resulting from past and current 
forest harvesting, roads, utility 
corridors, mines, agriculture, etc..







Findings


Since 2015 1,429 wolves have 
been removed. 


Monitoring shows this to be an 
effective tool for stabilizing 
caribou herds. 


A short-term solution while 
habitat is recovering through 
protection, management, and 
restoration. 


Used in concert with other 
recovery actions. 







An adaptive management approach will be utilized to monitor how caribou, primary 
prey, and predator populations respond to different recovery actions. 


Predator reduction alone will not recover caribou herds and is not proposed as the sole 
recovery action.


Research has shown that enacting multiple management actions concurrently is the 
most effective means of recovering caribou populations in the long-term and this is the 
approach the Government of BC is taking.


Future predator reduction programs may be adapted based on results.


Adaptive management is key to caribou recovery







In summary


Predator reduction is scientifically shown to be effective. 


Predator reduction is used in concert with other recovery actions. 


Without this action herds will continue to decline.


Predator reduction is a short-term solution while habitat is recovering through protection, 
management, and restoration. 


The consultation/engagement period is September 15- November 15.


www.engage.bc.ca/caribou or caribou.recovery@bc.gc.ca



http://www.engage.bc.ca/caribou





Questions






